4 * 8 _ * 0 * a — 
V * 5 ; * 2 9 * 8 * yy . 2 * —_— — — — * 
* 1 1 * LY * * 1 „„ r W 4 q N ” N " . N 
* * 4 . - 4 : l 1 * 4 + X TRY ONS —_- 1 * * * 5 ann * 1 * p 
e 4 e FATS a. * R N 
As 3 R 7 ; : 4 10 l 2 . 7 "48 * N £4 "+3 
= 1 4 J : K * „ A 1 „ - be 4 — Ty 
P - 1 —— « n Oey A - * 7 F 
: : 1 g YI I® , 2 * 0 
" ; 4 12 * "iy } as 9 5 . 8 1 * * 1 UL BY 584 2 * n 4 Þ 
” a8: 4 4 vi a. 2. — 1 1. o © i 
« o 1 * * 4 
* — 1 Ys pg . 4 
- , r q * P ö U - \ 
5 * TIER . ow 3 * 8 
* { 1 Tf FLSA { * 1 
Wy © 1 1 : 
1 ö | | 2 br 
LY : 
* - ' 4». 4 
* 3 | 
*, % 
+ 4 
» 1 - J "| 
* 


TO A 


N M H L E 
| WRITTEN BY 
Doctor LET T S OM, 
OBSERVATIONS 
PREPARATORY TO THE USE OF 


Dr. MAYERSBACH's 
MEDICINES. 


s LONDON: 


Printed for J. A L. M O N is Plecaditty, 


M. DCC. LXXVI. 


ö 


f 


CONTENTS. 


Sea. I. Introductory Oblievations Page 3 
Se II. Occurrent t Circumſtances 5 


Sect. IV. Incidental Remarks wa 37 


\ 


—— — — 
- 
* 
. 


X A 
> 5 8 T j 
* 22 N 
: oY * 
” 4 . \ ” p 7 : 
2 8 Me. | 
5 . 
* 0 2 ; 
1 * 7 
: : * — H 2 
* 2 1 a 
> 
* e ö 
8 . 
— Sr N | 
* 
* D v v & F, . 34 = 
I . * hy 
" F , 5 J 5 5 ; 
3 n 2752 
* : : s 
| 4 þ 


K —_ . ; 
4 4 2 p * 17 i " . * tha : : 
«A, @ wg 
« * E 4 > 
*% * * ** 
E : * boo % — 
— n — 5 
4 yew * a 5 7 
8 FR © 4 
Ps f 


-w 
* . 
* s : 
5 . 
; : * 
* £ et 
” 4 £ 
, "ps £7 wot. - FEM 3 > 9 bs 
- 0 L l | 
£ » 3 
4 ; 
5 8 _—_ * 
=" _ 2 : 
E | * 5 7 . 7 : 
* 6 ; 
* 2 ** 
2 y g 
, * , * > * 2 * * 8 
* = : &S at * * 
* * N 
; * 
* 8 y 
* Ya 
; N 4 * k * - 
$ 1 > 
3 7 
| 4 K 1 - 1 w oo * 
* - "ou 7. 8 
* = 
8 4 ** L * 
* © 
o ” * 
: * ſe * 
5 g 1 7 
« is 
| TD 
* 
* 
A : 
* LR 
* * %*” . 
> 2 ao by 
: 7 . % * 
q * 7 * 4 
Fx * . 1 LS 7 * a 5 
. *2 5 
* 
4: ; 
3 > a 
* 
R ** - a 2 1 ; 
7. : 
. P a N * N 
0 
33 
* 
* * 
2 * 7 
* — 
* : e 
4 * o * 
: £4 
| $8 
o 
7, 
„ 
5 
: 2 
* 
4 9 
r eg c 
* 


SECTION LE 
: | | . 
INTRODUCTORY OBSERVATIONS. 


NG: 
< 


4 * 


AD Dr. 1 been FM friend of 


reaſon, and common ſenſe he profeſ- 
ſes, or had he poſſeſſed thoſe abilities the 
intention of his ſubject required, he would 
not have admitted into his Obſervations 
preparatory to the ufe of Dr. Mayersback's 
medicings, anonymous letters from news, 
paper intelligence; nor have countenance - 
the invented tales of a diſcarded _ 


| the 6 ſpirit of revenge, within the | 
walls of that priſon from whence. he was 


ſo lately releaſed by the ill-cepaid Krieg 


of his maſer. 
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LAB 


"The tabs inventions of ſo ex- 
ceptionable an evidence will contribute 

very little towards detecting, as he terms 
A, the ignorance of the impoſtor. 


PE 4 We * : F 
<4 * 


Had he* called it cunning, it had been 


. 4 We think, more applicable to the pur- 


Pee as admitting the utmoſt ſtrength 
of every falſe, and futile argument his ob- 
ſervations have ſtarted, he muſt allow the 


9 8 5 Doctor to have a: "fra ſhare of that 


* * quality that could be j able to dupe the 
. o 1 part of one of the firſt cities in 


the world. p55 ST RIS 
| FO % Wl % Wd. 2 5 FE: 4 


5 5 4 * To; follow. Dr. ett „ bis 
2 collection -of © incredible aſſertions, and 


Fe 13 


miſrepreſented caſes,” moſtly atteſted by 

#7 | initials,” of grounded on -. hearſay, were 

: # 4s -40 rende our work as diſintereſting and 

+ heavy; as even the compilation which we 

have: undertaken to anſwer; and which 

N hot. the neceſſity of being ac- 

' - quainted with the contents: could: have 

12238 us to erw 


* 


We 
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We ſhall only, therefore, trouble our 
readers with a feww cafes, ſelected from an 
immenſe number of others, written or 
dictated by the patients themſelves, which | 
when thoroughly weighed, and their au- 
ithenticity conſidered, mult ileal, + 833 
over- balance any objections already ſtate ; 
by Dr. Lettſom, againſt his envied ands: *, 25 "Y 
| ſuperior rival in en 7s fame. 3 85 We | 
© That the des Nör, 65 8 Lettſom N oe 8 5 14 
"ks "ſacs defirous of being tiled, has* no WI 1 
. «reaſon to exult on the acquiſition of a wt. 4 £ - 4 
charged domeſtic to his party, pretty * 2 
dently appears; as every impärtial perſon 
muſt thereby: be convinced, that his pub: 
lication was the reſult of a determined 35 BY 2 
perſecution of one whom he looked, pen +, 5 . 
as an enemy to him and to the facity; 2 
for which every engine mult be emp IN 
ed, every dependent diſpatched, right or 
wrong, to. decry merit, and to bunt 
down an intruder upon the proßts of his 
* . he would beye Nr ons 
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„ 
believe to be the inherent right of the 
college of phyſicians; from whom alone 
a diſpenfation can legally be granted for 
carrying on the medical trade, and with- 
out which, he would have us ſuppoſe, it 


is impoſſible for any one to have the leaſt 
knowledge in the profeſſion, 


"2 n 


Fo 


SECTION 


[ 3} 


v By — 


W e Ee 


OccurRENT CIRCUMSTANCES, 


2 


HOEVER is engaged in medicine, 
with that regard for the welfare of 
his profeſſion, which a phyſician and a friend 
to himſelf ought to feel, muſt often lament 
over the ſtrength of the human conſti- 
tution, and the health and vigour of 
the habits to which it is liable; ſome 
peculiarly aſſiſting the functions of the f 
body, ſome the powers of the mind, and 
ſome too often both; for exiſting by | 
diſeaſes, he will find it requiſite to exert 1 
the utmoſt efforts of ſkill, to promote the 
cauſes of ailments, to augment their 
ſymptoms, and invent the moſt probable 
means of prolonging them”; he will ſee 
theſe ſymptoms daily varying, and as of- 


ten requiring a variation of remedies; 
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that thoſe which were firſt IF ICE" "A 
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be omitted, and others ſubſtituted, in or- 
der to reconduct his patient, as ſoon as 


the operation of his drugs will permit, 


into 185 bed af pain and ſickneſs. 


7 the apprehenſion of not being 
ae to write in a more fluent ſtyle than 
that of Dr. Lettſom, we choſe to be- 
gin this ſection in his own language. 
Its meaning may perhaps ſuit our ſab- 


- je as well as it did his. Bor diſeaſes 


are the,phyſicians' ſtock in trade, and the 


more they have to work upon, the more 
LR their buſineſs brings them in. It 


muſt therefore . be their intereſt to extol * 


their own” "praiſe, and to decry the deſer v- 


4 ings of others. If a new. comer, by dint 
of ſuperior knowledge, or of accident, hap- 


pens to jump into notice, every medi- 


8 cal - mouth 1 18 open, every pen 18 dipt in | 
| poiſon. to pronounce and write him an in- 


terloping quack. 
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* a juſt * indication ofthe fate of % 


* 
4 "nk * 


previous knowledge, not only of? the 2 
„ human body in health, but likewiſe of 


from different cauſes, ir its ſound as well | . 
« as its deſeaſed 8 3s ret e ee 


L 
Mierit is the conſtant butt of malice 3 | 
and Envy with her thouſapd hiſſing 
ſnakes, is ever ready to diffuſe around it 


the venom of ſlander and detra&ion. * i 
pL | — | * © #5, * 
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+**Tis to combat this hydra we now 4 TINS. 


take the field, unknown to the gentleman a - 4p 
whoſe cauſe we eſpouſe, unſolicited, unt a | 
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Dr. Lettſom affirms, that * the ſtaee 
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« of the urine, liable as it is to ſo ma- a 
« ny variations in health, cannot afford 
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« body, when under diſeaſe, without a ve <5 


% the various changes produced upom i it * 8 


R 1 Ig 2 >, 
— „ Without Callan. the Doftor, ad- bB. 
ſecreted fluids, through the urinary paſſages, 


or examining the action J thoſe, weſſels 
WT g "i g upon 
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2 * * 1 
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pon which the excretions depend; we are 
on the other hand, bold enough to affirm 
the direct contrary, Here is iþ/e divit for 
fe dixit. How then is it to be decided? 
The Doctor backs his aſſertion by the 
opinions of others; we ours by poſitive 
| and direct proof; which ſhall be the pur- 
B port of our next ſection. 


Let not Dr. Lettſom be piqued becauſe 
another has diſcovered the ſecret which he 
F has ſought after in vain. Let him rather 
Þ fay, I own it is beyond my comprehen- 
| © fion, how any judgment can be formed of 
5 the fituation of the body from urinary 
| N appearances. Dr. Mayerſbach can do it, 
and therefore he has the ſuperior know- 
ledge. Perhaps Dr: Lettſom does not re- 
collect that by making the difficulty of the | 
attainment fo great, he only heightens Dr. 
Mayerſbach's knowledge; for when every 
one knows a thing, the * is of 
leſs value. 


322 — — — —— — 
3 — —— — wr — — 
0 » 


W hes 


1 
Whether Dr. Mayerſbach is, or is not; 
a regular-bred phyſician, or whether his 
degree coſt him three ſhillings and ſix-pence, 
or as many hundred pounds, is entirely 
immaterial in the prefent caſe; When 
we go into 4 mercer's ſhop, and ſee a 


beautiful and curious filk, we never aſk. 


whether the ingenious artiſt has ſerved 


1 


his time, and taken out his freedom re- 


gularly; nor, when we are told that the 


worker of it is under à proſceution for 
earrying on his buſineſs without being le- 
gally authorized ſo to do, does it leſſen 
the value of the filk. We admire the 
workmanſhip, without conſidering the 


means by which the artificer acquired his ay 


ſkill, Aye, but then (it will be urged) 
the work of the hands may be learned by 
an infight of the mode of carrying on the 


buſineſs; while the ſcientific knowledge 


requires a different mode of acquirement. 
True; and therefore it is, that all rules 
for diſpenſing that valuable attribute to an 
individual, by any ſet or community of 
men, is ridiculous and abſurd, 

1 „ 


Pike” 


To parcel out the gift of underſtanding 
were to arrogate the power of the Deity. 


Had all the bards on earth met in con- 
vention, upon Pope and Curl, to determine 
their degrees of merit in the poetic line, 
and had decreed a diploma to the latter 
to write and rhyme for the edification of 
man, and through pique or finiſter mo- 
tives ſhould have denied it to the former, 
the writings of Pope would have been no 
leſs valuable, nor the veries of Curl in 
* cltumation. 


A perſon in the north of England took 
upon him the Buſineſs of bone-ſetting, 
and became noted for his knowledge and 
ſucceſs in that branch of ſurgery. A lady 
of quality in London happened to diflocate 
her hip, which baffled the ſkill of Sur- 
geon's- hall, and made her deſpair of ever 
baving the joint replaced: but hearing of 
the bone · ſetter above-mentioned, he was 


ſent for to town, * he had the good 
for- 


[nu 1 


fortune to ſet the lady's hip, and reſtore 
her to her perfect ſtrength. This brought 
the whole tribe of regular-bred ſurgeons 
upon him ; they exploded him as an igno- 
rant pretender, and allowed him no merit 
but accident in the cure. In order to con- 
vince the world of their aſſertion, they 
hired a chairman, who was to pretend to 
have put out the joint of his arm, whom 
they inſtructed on the occaſion, and ſent 
to tell his caſe to the bone- ſetter; on look- 
ing at the man's arm, he immediately ſaw 
into the deceit, and giving it a twiſt diſ- 

located it in a dangerous manner, and ſent 
him back to thoſe that had hired him to 
have it ſet. Their ſkill, however, was 
unable to effe& it, and he came back to 
the country ſurgeon, confeſſed the whole 
matter, begged pardon, and was imme- 
diately ſet to rights. | 


Win Dr. Lettſom pretend that this 
man, becauſe he had never been inſtructed 


in anatomy, had no {kill in bone-ſetting ? 
| C2 Let 


1 


Let him rather conſider, that it may 
bear ſome analogy to his own caſe. Like 
1 dhe hirers of the poor chairman, who, in- 
| ſtead of detecting the ignorance of the 

bone · ſetter, expoſed their own baſeneſs; ſo 
he, in attempting to expoſe, as he terms 
it, the zgnorance of a quack, may ſink in 
his own trap, with the reflection of having 
been ſtimulated by envy, or ſelf-intereſted 
* motives, while the obje& of his malice is 
more firmly eſtabliſhed in his profeſſion, 
and more followed by the town, 


S E C- 


| 4 13 } 


SECTION III, 


HisToRY OF CASES. 


HERE is no maxim in Dr. Lettſom's 

whole publication more juſtly ſtzted, 
than that wherein he aſſerts, that frong in- 
feed muſt be that bias, which leads a man 
to apply to a firanger, and repoſe in his 
hands the deareſt of bleſſings. No one had 
a greater objection, nay, a more forcible 
antipathy to empyrics than the writer af 
theſe remarks, and ſtrong muſt be the 
motives that could remoye the impreſſion. 


The teſtimony of a very intimate and 
worthy friend, Mr. Willan, of Marylebone, 
induced him to conſult Dr. Mayerſbach, 
in behalf of a relation, and the effect of 
that conſultation was an entire belief af 

his 


1 
his knowledge of diſeaſes, by the inſpec- 
tion of the urinal. 


On his looking at the water, without 
heſitation, without any previous queſtions 
having been aſked, or any kind of artifice 
made uſe of, that could give him the moſt 
diſtant hint of the diſorder, or ſituation of 
the patient, he deſcribed not only the 
diſeaſe, but the cauſe which had produced 
it. That the water was a lady's, that ſhe 
was elderly, had a large ſwelling in her 
body, of the dropfical kind, but not in a 
ſituation to be tapped ; that her chief pain 
was in her fide, with various other ſymp- 
toms, as exact, as if he had attended her 
through every ſtage of her complaint ; that 
the caſe was very deſperate, and that he 
could not {ay whether he could be of any 
ſervice to her or not, till he had tried the 
effect of ſome medicines for a few days, 
He made the experiment, found it was to 
no purpoſe, and declined taking any more 
| fees, . | =Y 

| His 


[ns 1] 
His opinion and conduct on the above 
occaſion are particularly dwelt upon, for 
two reaſons; in the firſt place, to prove 
his knowledge of the diſorder by urine, 
and in the next place, to acquit him of any 
mercenary views; for if he had had the 
leaſt intention of that kind, he had no- 
thing more to have done than to have de- 
clared the diſeaſe curable, and continued 
taking his fees for ſix weeks longer. 


Theſe, or any other particulars advanced 
in this publication, will be teſtified, and 
more fully explained, if required, to any 
one who chuſes to take the trouble of 
calling at Mr. Willan's, whoſe caſe, as 
it is ſingular, ſtands firſt in the liſt of 
cures, which are here inſerted in their 
own words. 


E 16 f 


GASE 1% 
I HAD been afflited with pains, par- 
ticularly on taking the leaſt cold, for fif- 
teen or twenty years, and have had all the 
advice I could get from moſt of the able 
Pn. in and about London. 
| Theſe pains uſed to attack me in my 
Auen attended with reachings to a vio- 
lent degree. Wherever I was, I uſed to 
ſend to the firſt apothecary of eſtimation I 
could get, and they always. treated my 
diſorder as an inflammation in the bowels. 
It grew worle and worſe, I was ſent to 
Bath for it, to Harrowgate, the falt- 
water, and to all the watering places we 
could think of, and underwent all the 
experiments of the faculty. I fill grew 
worſe, till, in ſhort, I loſt the uſe of my 
limbs; and for the laſt ſeven or eight 
| weeks 


2 
442 


\ , * * 


E 


weeks before 1 ſaw Dr. Mayerſbach, 1 
can ſafely ſay, I never had one hour's 


lep at one time: my legs ſwelled to a 
great degree; Flay id” dreadful ; miſery 3 


part of my family were conſtantly with 


me, and thoſe that were in bed could have 


no reſt, for 1 lay in ſuch agonieh, that © 


diſturbed the whole boufe wile r my Fles. 


A friend perſuaded me to conſiit? Pr. 
Mayerſbach; with Ductance I complied. 
I fent my coachman for him. When he 
came, I was lying on a ſettee, for I could 


not ſtand, nor 118 ina i chair any time to- 
gether. There was nobody in the room 
brit” my wife and Mrs. Woſter of Barnet, 


Who was cole to ſee me: to whom + refer 


the public, if they think proper to hive this 
account authenticated by her. When the 
Doctor came into the room, he ſaw me in 


that ſituation; with my crutches” lying 
- by me, as I could not move withiSut 
them. He aſked me no queſtions, to the, 


beſt of my knowledge. My water ſtood 
there in a tumbler glaſs: he took i it to the + 


6 wine. po 
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dow, and looked att a little while; turned 
round to me and faid, Sir, I can cure you. 
He told me, I had the gravel to a violent 
degree, and till that was brought away, I 
ſhould neyer be able to ſtand upright; that 

the gravel was my chief complaint, but I 
had the ſcurvy. very bad with it. I in- 
formed him, that my doors ſaid my com- 
| 1 plwKuzint was the rheumatic gout. He faid, 
he would cure me of my gravel, and the 


. 5 gout would cure itſelf; that he would 
Wl © : make me walk without my crutches in 
L; 7 i 3h three weeks, and in fix weeks he would 
1 | LS, make me well: which he did; for I was 
| | | in ſix weeks time as well as ever I was in 
3 my life; and for theſe laſt thirteen months I 
= © have not known what it was to feel any pain, 


and am now, thank God, as hearty as ever 

I was in my life. I have lived in London 
above forty years, and, perhaps, twenty of 
the time as freely as any man in it; and 

am now turned of ſixty- four, and am as 

1 well and free from pain as I was when 1 
2 bn. was ten years old. When Dr, Mayerſbach 
ä . 1 „„ firſt 


19 1 

firſt faw me, I had two iſſues in my legs? 
he faid they were diſagreeable things, and 

made me dry them up, which I was afraid 

of, as I was always told it would endanger 

my life. They have been dried up now 
almoſt a year, and I have found no bad 

effects from it, nor have I taken 3 phy- 

ſic theſe twelve nn, 


JOHN WILLAN. 
Mary-le-bone, 2. 
Oct. 1, 1776. 


- 


P. S. There is one Niet circumn - 
ſtance attending my caſe, which I cannot ; 
help relating. When I was got well, and 
had occaſion to go into the country, the 
Doctor told me that I ſhould, at ſome pe- 
riod or other, have a good deal of blood 
come from me with my water; but that 1 
muſt not be alarmed at it, as it would be 
attended with no bad conſequence. Some 
little time after, on getting out of bed one 
morning, I diſcharged a large quantity 8 
blood, as he bad foretold ; it came away 1 
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„ 
without any pain, and I have ſince bad 
no complaint upon me of any kind. 


| CASE 1 

; IN September, 1775, I was ſeized with 
M0 a cold, attended with a fever, a violent 
* | Lough and hoarſeneſs; for the removal of 


WA 
2 


1 by: Which, an eminent phyſician was applied 
1 to, who preſeribed for me, but did me 
no ſervice. My diſorder Rill. increaſed, 

and my. conſtitution declined apace. Find- 

ing medicines ineffectual, I had recourſe to 
does country air, which had no good effect. 
* lat length grew ſo weak, that my diſſo- 

 Alntjon was ſuppoſed to be near; I therefore 
determined to return, and end my life at 
home, as I thought at fartheſt I could but 
exiſt a few days. My complaint had got 
5 e tq 


Cw] I 
to ſuch a height, and my conſtitution was | 
ſo impaired, that the moſt delicate thing 
I.took returned in a few minutes. I was 
Jo violently affficted with cold ſweats, that 
I changed my ſhirts three times a night, 
which were as wet when J pulled them off, 
as if they had been ſoaked in water. Du- p 

ring the time I had theſe ſweats, I was * 
ſhivering with cold, as if in an ague fit, | 


In this fituation I was recommended by 
ſeveral friends, and particularly by my diſ- 
_conſolate wife, at whoſe requeſt I conſented, . 
to try Dr, Mayerſbach. I went to him in 
A coach. On ſeeing my water, he immediate» 
ly pronounced my complaint quite different 
from what I had been informed. And far- a 
ther, ſays he, I can cure you. If you fol- fl 
low my preſcriptions you will find your-= bi 
{elf better in a week. The weakneſs of 0 It 
my conſtitution would not let the firſt me- Ki 
dicine continue on my ſtomach. I then 
took a ſmaller quantity, which had the de- 
fired effect: ; on its continuing on my ſto- 


mach 


= 1 

mach I immediately found relief. I ſtrictly 
| adhered to his directions, and in a week, 
4 agreeable to the doctor's promiſe, I was 
1 able to walk from my houſe to the Doe- 
| | tor's and back, and likewiſe three or four 
ö | miles into the country. a; and by the continu- 
bs ance of the medicines for about ſix weeks; 
- was reſtored to. perfect health, which, I a 


r * 
1 3 2 


** * 
* —— 


| 1 thank God, I have enjoyed ever ſince, and 
ET. ſtill continue ſo to do. Whoever pleaſes |, 


to call on me, may be ſatisfied: of the truth; 

g and if Dr. Lettſom, or any other perſon. 
pleaſes to have my oath on the occaſion, 
by paying the expence attending it, they 
may * it — think fit. 
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3 — belly ſwelled prodigiouſly, her lips 


% er, 


y 0 ASE It. 
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| ON the a of Odtober, 1775, our 
daughter, Anne Williams, ſix years old, | 
Was inoculated, and about Chriſtmas aps -- 
_ peared thin, and we were apprehenſive 2 5 
ſhe would go into a decline; ſhe grew bs 
worſe, and we thought it neceſſary to con- 
ſult one of the firſt phyſicians. in Lon=, i 
don. He preſcribed for her, but ſhe grew 1 = 
_ worſe, and wWas at laſt confined to her 
oy He faid he could do no more for 
She lay like an inſenſible being ; $- 


— — — man > ray ord 


were black, ang, appeared! in a ſtate of pu- 
trification, and we expected her to die 
every moment; ; and for three quarters. of 
an hour we thought her really dead. 
By Mr. Ping's advice, of Chelſea, we ap- 
plied to Dr. Mayerſbach. We ſent her 
water by our ſiſter; ſhe, returned and. 
told 


( 4 1 
told us that the Doctor had deſcribed her 
diſorder in every particular, and from that 
Y circumſtance we determined ſhe ſhould | 
: take his medicines.” She took the firſt of 
them on "Thurſday the eighteenth | of 
April laſt, and on the Sunday we 
aW a viſible altefation for the better. 
+. © We "ſent © off to the Doctor, and he 
came on the Monday morning at five 
o'clock; to Parſon's Green, whete we 
then were. He expreſſed. ſurprize at 
Keing her throat ſo bad, and ſaid, his 
3 medieines wee too ſharp, and he would 
ſend her ſome that were milder, and aſ- 
ſured us he would cure her. He told us 
that before, the next Sunday ſhe would 
be able to eat, and in fix weeks ſhe would. 
be well ; and that we ſhould fee her a 
fine girl in a little time. This all came 
true. "She. recovered within the time 
mentioned, and has continued perfectly well 
ever ſince. Numbers of people who ſaw 
her when ſhe was ill, have come, through 
e., to be aſſured if ſhe was really 
| | recovered, 
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| recovered, not knowing how to eredit the 
report. 
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To 9 MAYBRSBACH: 


* 


- YESTERDAY. kene win, , having 
been abſent above three weeks, ** was in- 
formed that your character as a perſon of 


ſkill as a phyſician, had been greatly tradu- 7 


ced in the papers, and alſo in a pamphlet, 


which I have not ſeen. I am bound by 
every tie of conſcience and gratitude to 


E declare, 
* | 


. 
M58 


[ 26 ] 
declare; that J owe more to your {kill in 


your profeſſion, than to all the faculty be- 


fides ; having had four of the firſt phyſici- 
ans in town, and the firft in Bath; and 
the moſt eminent apothecary here, and the 


- . firſt there, And no one could ever give me 


an account what my complaint was, nor 
could preſcribe any thing that gave me 
the leaſt relief, till I met with you. It 
was generally called a flying gout, I 


Was afflicted with it more than ten 


years. When being given over, and re- 
duced to almoft a ſkeleton by conſtant 
pain, 1 was adviſed to bring my water to 


ou, Some: time in. n. July, 1775. 


When If enquired at the hop f for Dr. 


Mayerſbich, Twas defired to go up Rairs ; 


I met a perſon. coming down, and afked. 
if the Doctor was above: You told me 


you was the perſon, and went with me 
into. the dining-room. My wife was 
with me. I gave you the vial with my 
water; you looked at it, and told me 1 


yh * * g : 


F ak 


was in ſuch a ſtate as you had never met 
with but in one perſon in your life, and 
that was in Germany, I aſked yop what 
my complaint was. Vou then began to 
recite my yarious complaints, which were 


many and violent, without my wife r 


ſelf ſaying one word... You told us I had 

violent pains in my head, my. ſtomach 

loaded with phlegm, and drawn up with the 

cramp ; that I was violently troubled- with 

wind, and that the pain I felt threw me into 
fainting fits; that from my hips down - 
wards I was numbed, and that the whole 

proceeded from a violent ſharp humour 

in my bowels. Which was every word 

litterally true; for I never was free from 

prodigious head-achs, or from being load- 
ed fo at my ſtomach with phlegm, that- 
I was almoſt ſtrangled, with. frequent 

vomitings, which were at times nd 
viokeat, 5 © | 


7 
4 ts * 1 
1 


My ftomach was ſo drawn up witk 
the cramp, that it was as Riff as if 4 
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28 ] 
was dead. I could not bend ſometimes 
for half an hour, all the time ſcreaming 
with torture. I have had a phyſician and 
an apothecary holding me up in this man- 
ner for half an hour together, pouring 
into my ſtomach hot medicines, and hot 
brandy and- water, with uſquebaugh and 
brandy ; ; when quite ſpent, I had fits of 


crying and fainting, and was ſo reduced, that 
for two or three days I could not ſpeak 


to any body, but kept my. bed or lay 


on a couch. I had ſuch numbneſs in my 
thighs and legs, for years, that they were 
obliged to be rubbed with- hot flannels 
for circulation. I had Zelzer water bot- 


tles, with, hot water put to my feet at 
l to o keep heat in a them. 1 


25 * 


Y ou? * ſent me pill powders, and two 


Td ſorts of drops. I. found the firſt, two pills 
touch the cauſe, I thank God after tak. 
your medicines about two months, I got 
quite well of my complaints, which is 


known to hundreds of people; having a 


very 


* 


8 | 
very large acquaintance. And whoeyer 


wants further information, may call on 
me, at John's coffee-houſe, Cornhill, where 


I will 9 _ 


I am, Sir, | 1-4 
Your moſt humble ſervant, | 


| THOMAS ROBERTS. 
Charter-houſe Square, | 
Od. 4, * 


p 4 


N. B. I have been three times ſent to 1 
Bath in a year. Pleaſe to make whit , 3 
bs uſe you pleaſe of this! account, R 
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IN ra 1 197 3. my wife was ; taken 


with very excruciating and dreadful 2 
in 
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f ber fleſh was in A manner gone, and ſhe 


3 


in the ſtomach, back, and ſides, which 
held her ſome hours, and returned again 
in about a month. I ſent for a phyſician, 
who ordered her medicines ; the pains 
ſtill continued to return more frequent, 


Since which ſhe has had ſeveral of the moſt 
eminent of the faculty, with no better ſuc- 


cels; the diſorder coming on more fre- 
quent and violent, that ſhe has moſtly 
been obliged to be held in bed by two 


people, the pains being ſo very dreadful 


that few could bear to be in the room 


without ſhedding tears, on ſeeing her in 
thoſe violent agonies, | * he phyſicians or- 
dered her to Bath, bee ſhe went in 
June 1774, and ſtaid above three months, 


attended by the firſt of the faculty, by whoſe 
orders ſhe bathedg-drank the waters and 


took many medicines, but to no effect: 


the diſorder growing worſe upon her, hav- 
ing the pains four or five times in a 


week, from four to fifteen hours at a 
time, which reduced her ſo much, that 


was 


1 
was brought extremely low ; her di- 
geſtion ſo bad, that no food was light 
enough for her ſtomach; at laſt the phy- 
ficians told her, that it was not in the 
power of medicine t6 give her any relief. 
It was thought by the phyſicians and 


other people, the could not poſſibly have 


ſurvived the pains ſhe had on the 6th of 
April 1775. Meeting a friend who men- 
tioned to me the many and great cures 


performed by Dr. Mayerſbach, I requeſt- 


ed my wife to have him; ſhe ſeemed tired 
and worn out with. the great quantities 
of drugs ſhe had taken; ; and being told, as 


I mentioned above, that it was not in” 


the power of medicine to give her relief, 
ſhe did not ſeem inclined to try: any 
more; however, ſhe was prevailed upon to 
ſend for Dr. Mayerſbach who came the 
next day, being the 7th of April, 1775. 
I attended at Iſlington to receive him. 
When he entered the room he looked at 
my wife, who lay: in bed, almoſt worn 
out with pain and medicine, and after 
2 5 examining 
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examining the- urine, immediately ſaid, 
ſhe would get very well, and he was 
certain he ſhould bring her to good 
health; ſhe took his medicines, and, with 
the bleſſing of God, they agreed with 
her. The ſecond day of his attendance he 
told her the pains would not return. The 
medicines operated in a gentle manner, 
and in every reſpect as the Doctor faid 
they would. In the courſe of about a 
month ſhe was in good health, and able 
to walk two or three miles, to the great 
aſtoniſhment of every one that knew her, 
the pains not in the leaſt returning. She 
bas been well ever ſince, and is now in 
perfe& health. Any one doubting the 
truth of the above may be ſatisfied by ap- 
plying e at my boxte. | 


* EDWARD MILSON. 


Croſe-ſirect, Iſlington, 
Sept, 27s þ 577%: KA 
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AS R VB on! 
' To Dr. MAYERSBACH. 
81 R, ; 


* 

I am in duty bound to pray for 70%; 
and I ſay God blefs you, for ſaving my 
wife. Before I applied to you I had three 
phy ſicians to attend her, They told me 
there was no more to be done for her, but 
not one of them could find out her com- 


plaint. 


Her firſt phyſician was Dr. Pitcairne, the 


ſecond Dr. Hook, and the third Dr. Fo- | 


thergil. She followed their preſcriptions, 
and they all three, I verily believe, did 
their beſt for her. When I firſt came to 


you with the water, you told me what her 


diſorder was, and chat you could. ſhortly be 
of ſervice to her. In twenty-four hours af- 
ter ſhe had taken your medicines ſhe found 


- | herſelf 
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High- ſtreet, Borough, | 


3 
herſelf a little þetter. In three days ſhe 


aſked me for a mutton chop: which ſur- 


priſed me ſo much, that I aſked her if the 
was in earneſt ? She ſaid, ſhe was ; therefore 
ſhe had the mutton chop. By continuing 
your preſcriptions, ſhe recovered very faſt. 
In a fortnight ſhe was able to come down. 
ſtairs, and ina very ſhort time after became 
perfectly well, and has been ſo ever ſince. 


EDWARD FOX. 
_ 3, 1776. 


N. B. It ; is near VER months ſince 


the doctor firſt attended her. 


The foregoing caſes are a few of the 
long liſt of others, equally extraordinary 
and equally intereſting, offered for our in- 


ſertion. We could eaſily have ſwelled 
them to the extent of Dr. Lettſom' s cata- 
| logue of W or twenty-eight 


times 


EF] 

times twenty-eight, if we may judge 
from the numbers we refuſed, though of 
equal authenticity with the former, becauſe 
we would not wiſh to tire the reader with 
| fo many ſuperfluous inſtances of the Doc- 
tor's undoubted knowledge in urinary judg 
ment and the reſtoration. of health. ; 


It may be objected that it is very extra- 
ordinary a perſon unknown to Dr. Mayerſ- 
bach ſhould take ſo much pains in collect 
ing of caſes, and ſtepping forward in a 
tranſaction in which he is no way intereſted, 


The anſwer is, that it was from 4 tho- 
rough conviction of Dr. Mayerſbach's be- | 


ing what he really profeſſes, a doctor of 
the firſt magnitude. That conviction, as 
was mentioned before, aroſe from ocular 
and auricular aſſurance of his ſkill, We 


beheld the wanton attack upon one, whom 


we look upon as a great public bleſſing, 


with an honeſt indignation. We commu- 


nicated our ſentiments to Mr. Willan, and 
F 3 etis 
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(6) 
tis to his interpoſition that Dr. Lettſom 
and the public are troubled with this trifle 
in Dr, Mayerſbach's fayour. - Were it ten 
times more intereſting and forcible than it 


is, it would, we are conſcious, be far ſhort 
of the Doctor's deſert, 


SEC. 


11 
SECTION Iv, 
INCIDENTAL Renangs, 


E. are indebted to Dr. Lettſom for 

his calculation of the ſtrength of na- 

ture againſt all the ſkill and power of me- 
dicine ; which proves to a demonſtration, 
that the efforts of nature are as eighty to 
twenty, which is four to one ſtronger than 
| thoſe of phy. Who then in their ſenſes, 
particularly where life is concerned, would 
give up the chance of four to one, and de- 
ſert the ſtronger means of arriving at health 
under the ſimple guidance of Dame Nature, 
to groan under the weaker experiments of 
the /ons of Galen ? He ſays, that © upon an 
“ average, out of every hundred patients, 


« there is reaſon to ſuppoſe, eighty would be . 


e reſtored to health by the efforts of nature, 


„e without the uſe of medicine; out of 


* the twenty remaining patients, ſuppoſe 
„ the empyric cures ten, and kills as ma- 
* ny, there will ninety remain to proclaim 

* the character of the doctor“. 
| 1 bt Now 


i [38] 
Now, Dr. Lettſom, you are aſked one 
queſtion, Anſwer it, upon your honour. 


How many of the laſt hundred patients 
you had under 125 care had you the hap- 
pineſs to ſave? 


Did one of the twenty which you al- 
low to the trial of medicine, which is the 
ſmalleſt number we can ſtate, die under your 


hands ; 


If you anſwer in the affirmative, we 
reply, that one is more in proportion to 
the degrees of your patients than Dr. Ma- 
yerſbach's ten. For your's (it muſt be ta- 
ken for granted) conſiſt of the common 
run of diſeaſes, while his are chiefly made 
up of deſperate caſes, moſtly given over 
after they have been perhaps precipitated 
to the jaws of death by the * me- 
dicines of others. 


The generality of Dr. Mayerſbach's pa- 
tients come with the dart of death at their 
| breaſts. If he can ward the blow there is 


confeſſedly a life ſaved. If the firoke 
5 takes 


{ 39 
takes effect there is only n life gone, which 
had for ſome time been doomed to that fate 
by perhaps the whole body of phyſicians. 


We are far from wiſhing.to throw the 
leaſt flight on the materia medica; nor 
does our ſubje& require it. We cannot 
however help obſerving, that every rule 
put upon profeſſional yen 15 a bar to its 


ogy, 


How glorious are the flights of Shake- 
ſpeare, when ſoaring beyond the given 
bounds of dramatic fable, to the ears of an 
admiring, an enraptured audience ; while the 
bard, confined within the eſtabliſhed mode 
of rule, time and place, drags his drowſy 
_ auditors through the jog-trot road laid out 
within the reſtraining ſhackles of the drama. 


In like manner the powders of Dr. James 
ſnatch a patient from the tedious train 
of phyſic, nurſes, flops and confinement, 
the natural concomitants of the ſlow pre- 
ſeriptions of the materia medica. 
A mem- 
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A member of the medical faculty, tak⸗ 
ing on this ſubject very lately, declared, 
that was he preſident of the college of phy- 
ficians, he would propoſe the moving for 
a law, to make it felony for any one to 
preſume to preſcribe, in any caſe whatſoever, 


without a licence firſt had from that learn 


ed * for that e 


An amendment was propoſed, which it 
is imagined, will be carried at the next 


meeting of that auguſt body, that a ſub- 


ſcription be immediately entered into, to 
get an act of parliament entitled, 

An af to encourage MEDICAL KNOW- 
LEDGE, and to extend the powers of the 
COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS ; 


| Wiercin it is to be particularly ſpecifi- 
ed, that whoever preſumes, after the firſt 
day of January, 1777, to give the leaſt 
relief, by way of medicine, to any one 
that has been given over by any member 


of 


L. 


of that body, ſhall be condemned to work 
upon the Thames for three years; and 
upon conviction of any perſon or perſons, 
having by a medicine or medicines, reſtor- 
ed to health ſuch perſon or perſons ſo de- 


clared incurable, that the ſaid quack or 
quacks ſhall immediately ſuffer death, for 
having dared to convince the public that 


they have more {kill in the art of reſtor- 


ing health than the bench of regular bred 


gentlemen, to whoſe care the lives of all his 


majeſty's liege ſubjects are egally entruſt- 
ed, to be dealt with as they or any of them 


ſhall think fit; be it to bleed, puke; fiveat, | 


phyſic, bliſter, * y -— or kill at 
pleaſure, B * 
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 Conctvsion, 


PHE extract of a letter from Dr. 
E Mayerſback's apothecary to Dr. 
* Lettfom” reſerved, as it were, for the 
grand coup de main, in this litterary con- 
teſt, will prove an unſucceſsful manœuvre, 
and the imprudence of the attack muſt oc- 
caſion its own defeat. | 


"The abſurdity of an exiſtence of the al- 
legations it contains muſt appear garng 


to the meaneſt capacity. 


The latter part of Dr. Mayerſbach's con- 
ciſe anſwer to that extraordinary compoſi- 


| + tion which appeared in the Public Ledger 


of September zoth laft, atteſted with his 
name, is the beſt confutation of ſo malici- 
- ous a libel. To fave our readers the trou- 
ble of referring to the paper we have in- 


ſerted it here. 998 
<6 I beg 


1 J 


1:06 [ beg leave to lay before the public 
4 an accout of Hauſſmann, the Doctor's 
« correſpondent. He was never, either di- 
« realy or indirectly, apothecary to me; 
he was ſervant to Mr. Koch, and diſ- 
charged by him, taken before one of his 
% majeſty's juſtices of the peace for the 
county of "Middleſex, and committed to 
* Clerkenwell Bridewell; the W why 
* 2s belt known to himſelf. "a 

A * YERSBACH. ” 

Such i is the true character of Dr: Lake: 
ſom's prime agent, his partner in invention, | 
the 3 of CAS 


Oh, Envy! where is tips top, if che 
grave, the moral, the admired Dr. Lettſom, 


grows pale beneath thy influence, and can e 


deſcend to the meaneſt mode of feeding 
thy inſatiable gratification? But, alas! 
who that has a being liable to the frailties 
of nature, can behold, and keep himſelf 
within the bounds of reaſon, a fellow-mor- 


. tal accumulating a princely fortune by aint 
of application, and of meritorious know- 

ledge in a profeſſion, which claſſical ſtu- 
dy, a thorough underſtanding of the na- 
teria medica, and a diploma in all its 
forms from Y/arwick-Lane, could not ena- 
ble his own endeavours to acquire. 


Whether Dr. Mayerſbach does or does not 
intend to retire into his own country to enjoy 
this princely fortune, the report of his anta- 
goniſt has allowed him, we neither know 
nor have endeavoured to find out. It is 
very natural for a perſon to ſeek an aſylum 
among his relations and friends, to enjoy 
what his induſtry has realized. And that 
Dr. Lettſom would be deſirous of ſupply- 
ing his place, at leaſt in the profits of his 
calling, if his abilities would furniſh him 
with the means, is as natural and as reaſon- 
able a concluſion. 


FINIS. 


— 


